
5
Design Trends
Shaping 2018

Are you done with the days of placing your 
employees into cubicles? In 2018, design experts 
understand how to add life to a work environment, 
transforming a space from stressful and chaotic to 
peaceful and productive. In particular, HON Connect 
experts understand the unique needs when designing 
a space to foster creativity and collaboration.  
 
Ready to inspire your office design?  
Check out the 5 office design innovations that  
are driving successful organizations this year.



1
Dynamic Spaces
A survey of 2,000+ U.S. adults reveals that dynamic spaces 
have become popular with employees in America’s top 
workplaces in recent years, with 8 in 10 workers preferring an 
open seating plan. These spaces are flexible and constantly 
fluctuating. They transform into everything from company 
parties and team-building activities to more traditional 
conference rooms or meeting areas. Typically, these spaces 
feature mobile furniture and whiteboards on wheels. 

Because of the versatility of these spaces,  
they foster creativity among workers.

Explore:
• Build  Tables

• Ignition  2.0®

™

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/workers-prefer-dynamic-and-efficient-office-space-with-comfortable-convenient-and-communal-amenities-according-to-coldwell-banker-commercial-survey-300538167.html
https://www.hon.com/tables/build
https://www.hon.com/chairs/ignition


2
Unconventional 
Workspaces
According to Forbes, as millennials begin to dominate the 
workforce, this generation is demanding more inspired, 
unconventional work areas. This is described as “work 
casual”, which manifests itself in design. 

Ambius’ Zack Sterkenberg reveals that millennials seek 
out atypical, open spaces – often choosing to work for 
companies that are complete with yoga studios, meditation 
rooms or nap rooms, complete with comfy sofas, vibrant 
colors and plenty of room for activities.

Explore:
• Voi  Collection

• Flock  Collection®

®

https://www.forbes.com/sites/sarahlandrum/2017/05/19/3-office-design-trends-driven-by-millennials/#3510f45d7600
https://www.ambius.com/blog/the-mid-year-office-trends-roundup/
https://www.hon.com/desks/voi
https://www.hon.com/chairs/flock


3
Collaborative 
Office Spaces
Fostering collaborative work environments is linked 
to increased creativity and innovation, so ensure 
that your office space is set up to foster natural 
interactions this year. 

For example, shared tables and couches  
allow employees to sit together and brainstorm  
side-by-side. Minimizing walls, doors and dividers  
also allows the space to be more collaborative.  
In addition, easy-to-move chairs allow  
employees to move freely.

Explore:
• Collaborative Seating

• Empower  Benching®

https://www.hon.com/chairs/collaborative-public-spaces
https://www.hon.com/workstations/empower


4
Greening the  
Office Space
With Biophilic Design

According to the Human Space Report: Biophilic Design 
in the Workplace, organizational psychologists have long 
studied ways for employees to be healthier, happier and 
more productive in the workplace. Today, they understand 
that the concept of biophilia highlights an innate 
connection between humans and nature, which should 
now be considered when designing a workspace. More 
specifically, a survey of Europe, Middle East and Africa 
office workers who work in environments with natural 
elements reveals that 13% of workers have a higher sense 
of well-being versus employees who are not exposed to 
biophilic design.

In addition, existing research demonstrates that people 
exposed to natural elements are more energized by their 
surroundings, making them less stressed and more focused. 
Additionally, The Economics of Biophilia reveals that using 
natural materials and evoking nature within a workspace is 
a way to both increase profits and save costs.

Since this form of design improves a person’s well-being, it 
tends to make him more productive and creative at work.

http://humanspaces.com/report/biophilic-design-in-the-workplace/
http://humanspaces.com/report/biophilic-design-in-the-workplace/
https://www.terrapinbrightgreen.com/report/economics-of-biophilia/
https://www.terrapinbrightgreen.com/report/economics-of-biophilia/


5
Inviting the Comfort 
of Home
Bringing the comfort of home into the office place equates 
to providing employees with the resources they need to feel 
comfortable and happy. For instance, casual, cozy areas where 
workers can chat with a cup of tea could offer breaks from 
the stress of their job. In addition, comfortable workspaces 
leave employees feeling as if they are home, giving them 
the space they need.

More specifically, companies are reinventing office 
spaces to accommodate the needs of their 
employees, with thought leaders like Arianna 
Huffington proclaiming that “nap rooms 
will soon be as common as conference 
rooms.” And according to Inc., 
Google, Uber, Zappos, and Ben & 
Jerry’s have already implemented 
these rooms.

Explore:
• Endorse  Lounge

• Flock  Collaborative

®

®

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/arianna-huffington-office-nap-rooms-conference-rooms_us_57025cbfe4b0a06d58060ff1
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/arianna-huffington-office-nap-rooms-conference-rooms_us_57025cbfe4b0a06d58060ff1
https://www.inc.com/zoe-henry/google-uber-and-other-companies-where-you-can-nap-at-the-office.html
https://www.hon.com/chairs/endorse
https://www.hon.com/chairs/flock


Overall, inspired design helps uplift workers and  
executives, allowing them to feel better – and work harder.

Ready to transform your workplace this year? Visit your local HON 
Connect dealer to learn how to redesign your space the right way!

 Sources: 
Forbes, “3 Office Design Trends Driven by Millennials” 

Coldwell Banker Commercial Survey, “Workers Prefer Dynamic and Efficient Office Space with Comfortable, Convenient and Communal Amenities”

Human Space Report: Biophilic Design in the Workplace

Terrapin Report, The Economics of Biophilia

Huffington Post, “Arianna: Office Nap Rooms Will Soon Be As Common As Conference Rooms”

Inc, “6 Companies (Including Uber) Where It’s OK to Nap”

https://www.forbes.com/sites/sarahlandrum/2017/05/19/3-office-design-trends-driven-by-millennials/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/workers-prefer-dynamic-and-efficient-office-space-with-comfortable-convenient-and-communal-amenities-according-to-coldwell-banker-commercial-survey-300538167.html
http://humanspaces.com/report/biophilic-design-in-the-workplace/
https://www.terrapinbrightgreen.com/report/economics-of-biophilia/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/arianna-huffington-office-nap-rooms-conference-rooms_us_57025cbfe4b0a06d58060ff1
https://www.inc.com/zoe-henry/google-uber-and-other-companies-where-you-can-nap-at-the-office.html

